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Arrowsmith Potters’ Guild 

Membership Meeting Minutes 

Date: March 8, 2023 

Call to Order: 7:00 pm 

Attendance: Patty Takacs (president), Emily Upham-Mills (secretary), Terry Yoxall, Lee Stead, 

Brian Bagatto, Ginny Clark, Michelle Ainsworth, Sue Wilkinson, John Shauer, Margot Gibson, 

Barb Strachan, Patti Nixon, Bonnie McPhail, Cilla Lewenhaupt, Julia Henton, Ginny Clark, 

Marilyn Flegel, Christine Morris, Cora Strasky, Josée Baillargeon, Sheila McConnell, Leona 

Matte, Rick Lardner, Muriel Cairns, Brenda Miller, Cary Sevans, Sue Thompson, Robert Jurgens, 

Leona Matt 

Regrets: Muriel Cairns, Cora Strasky, Bonnie McPhail, June Parker, Carly Smith, Patti Nixon. 

Minutes: Barb moved to accept the minutes of the February 8, 2023 guild meeting. The motion 

was seconded by Lee. None opposed. Passed. 

President’s Report: The social media team approach is going really well for sharing turns 

posting about the TSPS. APG equipment should only be used for APG and not for personal use. 

For ex. Don’t bring in external shelves for grinding. Thanks to Bonnie for resolving the missing 

garbage bin key issue. There will be a second’s sale with the date TBD (it has traditionally been 

run before Mother’s day). Marilyn and Sue will be the sale coordinators. The sale will be 

primarily for clearance and any seconds that are still safe for use.  

Treasurer’s Report: Terry Yoxall presented the financial statement. This report can also be 

found on the APG website https://www.arrowsmithpottersguild.com/minutes--reports.html  

Cash on hand:   $221.80 
Business Chequing Account: $49,729.10 
Savings:    $2,032.14 
3 x GICs:    $5,143.55 
Accounts Receivable:   $41.67 
 
Liabilities 
Accounts Payable:  $2,608.08 
PST payable:    $2,085.50 
Gift Certificates (prepaid sales): $2,751.69 
Potters Sales:   $2,421.00 
Classes – wheel:  $300.00 
Classes – handbuilding:  $1,675.00 
Pugged Clay:   $70.00 
Firing Revenue:    $786.45 

New Member:   $50.00 (Deb Riley) 

https://www.arrowsmithpottersguild.com/minutes--reports.html
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Temporary Member:  $30.00 

Payouts (more glaze, office supplies): $149.36 

Sue moved to accept the financial report and the motion was seconded by Karen then carried 

by the members present. None opposed. Passed.  

As of March 1, 5 new members have joined. Whoever signs up a new member at the front desk 

needs to let Donna know.  

John asked if we have any plans to invest the savings accounts into something that could build 

interest. The Board will discuss at the next Board meeting.  

The Island Corridor Foundation gave us a 2 year lease, which expires March 2024, due to the 

potential to resurrect the rail service. Recent communication in the news is that the rail 

upgrade is unlikely to proceed, so we are optimistic that we will be able to renew our lease. We 

will contact them ahead of time to get confirmation of renewal ASAP.  

Classes (Karen): Throwing class: still going and will go until end of April. Lee’s next handbuilding 

class is almost full (1 space left) and will begin April 3.  

Workshops (Ginny): Ginny received email responses from 6 people; all positive. Ginny is 

looking for ideas on what people want to learn and who could teach them. The best-case 

scenario would be members doing the teaching (cheaper), but also open to external teachers. 

Ginny would like to hear from everyone! Once she has heard from more people, she will bring 

ideas to the board and start planning workshops.  

Kiln Training: Kiln training is still going along well. Lots of beginners are learning and will need a 

bit more training to be able to load/unload. Patty received emails from 2 members who will be 

available in the summer to join the kiln volunteer team.  

Business Arising:  

New glazing tools: Margot bought two sets of tongs from Walmart (packs of 2 for under $30 

“Stainless steel dish plate”.) to hold pots easily and dip into glaze – they are traditionally used 

for hot plates and canning. Terry demo-d using them.  

New mop: Barb went to Canadian Tire this morning and bought a spin mop because some 

members were complaining about the need to bend down to use the sponge on the floor. We 

have a Swiffer for the gift shop (not to be used in the studio).  

Roof: The moss and gutters need to be cleaned. We will get quotes from a few companies and 

book someone in soon.  

Wood fire: Tosan society will fire up a wood fire kiln in Cedar on March 18 (Brian, Lee, Michelle 

involved). First time you fire there, don’t pay any dues. Then 50$ per year. Must use cone 10 

clay and glazes and they have to be wadded so that ash doesn’t fuse pots to shelf. There is a 
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sign-up sheet on the Tosan’s site. There is a work party this Saturday. At Tamagawa University. 

Looking for very fine sawdust, so if anyone knows any woodworkers or businesses, Lee is on the 

hunt. Members suggested the Makers Space in Nanaimo, or high schools. 

Potter of the month: Patty hasn’t received any information to put on the website and social 

media. Margot will send Patty information to put on the social media sites for her upcoming 

month. 

Meeting adjourned: 7:32 pm. 


