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Glaze Room Policy  
(Updated April 2018) 

The Glaze Room Coordinator 
The Glaze Room Coordinator oversees the maintenance and testing of Guild glazes, 
and the operations of the Glaze Room. This includes keeping glazes full, sieved and 
marked. as well as keeping glaze materials in good supply. The Glaze Room 
Coordinator reports to the Board of Directors. 
Purpose of Glaze Room 
The Glaze Room facility and its contents are primarily intended to provide simple, safe 
glazes for the use of students of Guild run classes, as part of their in-class production. 
A secondary purpose for the Glaze Room facility and its contents is to provide a limited 
number of glazes for Guild Studio Members to use, upon payment of fees as set out in 
the current fee schedule. The Glaze Room facility and its contents are not intended for 
use by members who become production potters. 
Criteria for the choice of Guild glazes is as follows: 

1. Food safe - no ingredients deemed to be unsafe/toxic during or after firing. i.e. 
cadmium, barium, lead, lithium, manganese, unsafe % of colouring oxides, etc. 

2. Student dependable - free of glaze faults, particularly no running, crawling due to 
thick or double dipping, etc. 

3. Colours - glazes are limited, due to cost of colouring oxides and Cone 6 firing 
temperature. 

4. Density - due to students' general inexperience, glazes may be thinner than 
instructors' personal choice. This is necessary to avoid damage to kiln shelves 
due to running or crawling., and double dipping of two colours.  

5. New Guild glazes may be approved from time to time, after testing and with 
consideration of general membership. 

 
 
 
Guidelines/Policies 

1. For safety and security, the Guild scale, sieve, chemicals, and other equipment 
are to be kept in the locked cupboards located in the Glaze room. Guild 
equipment is not to leave the building.  

2. If Members want to assist in glaze making, they must be under the direct 
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supervision of the Glaze Coordinator. 
3. Sanding of pots in preparation for firing must be done outside, away from the 

building, to reduce the accumulation of silica dust in the Studio and Glaze Room. 
4. Users are not to alter or make additions to /or deletions from Guild Glazes, ie. 

water should not be added to or taken away from a bucket of glaze. 
5. The Guild supply of slips and underglazes are for APG class use only. 
6. Commercial glazes may be used with permission of the Glaze and Kiln 

Coordinators. Commercial glazes may contain toxic chemicals and be harmful to 
breathe while being fired, or they can affect other pieces in the kiln. Hence, ​if 
permission​ ​is​ ​given​ to use glazes other than Guild glazes, any damage to the kiln 
or kiln shelves must be repaired or replaced​. 

7. Instructors are responsible for advising students on appropriate ware preparation 
and glazing practices, including wiping bisqued pots clean of dust and debris, 
waxing bottoms of pots, wiping edges, dangers of thick coatings, stirring glazes, 
cleaning the Glaze Room and tools, brushes and mixing drill, table and area after 
use, etc.  

8. Instructors and Studio Members are to notify the Glaze Coordinator as soon as 
possible when glazes become too thick, get full of bits and clumps, are in need of 
sieving or if they need refilling. 

9. Kiln renters are responsible for repair and maintenance of the kiln shelves used 
during their firing. i.e. Shelves are to be clean of debris, fired glazes or clay bits, 
and kiln washed before being put away in their proper shelves. 

10. A full or half kiln can be rented. If Members share a full kiln rental, one Member is 
deemed to be the renter for payment and maintenance responsibilities. Members 
are responsible for leaving the kilns in good repair, with shelf maintenance, 
grinding and kiln washing shelves, etc. after use. 


