
Arrowsmith Potters’ Guild 
General Meeting 

 

Wednesday, June 11th 2025 

ATTENDEES 
Patty Takacs, Patty Redman, Deb Betz, Barb Strachan, Iris Neumann, Laura 

Zazzara, Brenda Miller, Michele Marko, Carla Atherton, Al Bubnys, Michelle 

Ainsworth, John Shauer, Mel Sharma, Terry Yoxall, Iris Gellrich, Klaus 

Gellrich, Nicola Littleton, Kaitlin West, Hazel Dean, Melissa White, Chris 

Duckworth, Marilyn Flegel, June Parker, Sue Thompson, Shelagh Bain, Catherine 

Burnett, Sue Wilkinson 

REGRETS 

Carly Smith, Patti Nixon, Lee Stead, Ginny Clark, Sheila McConnell 

Meeting called to order by Patty Takacs @ 7pm 

May 14th Minutes accepted by Deb Betz, seconded by Terry Yoxall, with 
the following amendments: 

●​ Sheila’s name was misspelled 

●​ Date of April meeting was incorrect 

●​ Where it was stated that student members can use the studio for two 

weeks after a class to finish any new projects, it should read that 

student members can use the studio for two weeks after a class has 

finished to complete class projects, unless the student buys a full APG 

membership. 

Patty welcomed the new members. 

Arrowsmith Biosphere Exhibit: 

Some of the APG members that are participating in the Exhibition 

brought their beautiful pieces to the meeting for us all to view. 

Patty reminded participants to liaise directly with Jennifer at the 



Mac regarding the event. Jennifer asked if any member has a piece that 

will “suit” the Milner Gardens section. 

Treasurer’s report - Ginny: 

Ginny is away but she sent the following. We had another month of 

great sales in the shop - over $8,000, and that’s not including the 

$5,030 from the Seconds Sale. Four new studio memberships were 

purchased and over $1,000 in firing fees. The bank cash deposit 

problems are ongoing. Becoming authorized to be able to deposit cash 

is difficult. Ginny would appreciate any ideas on how we can deal with 

this problem. 

Studio Coordinator’s report - Brenda: 

●​ Firing fees for May - $1039.70. Bills for under $5 are added to 

the following month. Whatever the amount, please pay the bill on 

time to avoid extra work for the trackers. Because of the billing 

programme, unpaid amounts cannot be added to subsequent invoices. 

A reminder that reglazed/re-fired pots are subject to the same 

rate. 

●​ Too much production taking up shelf space - please take your 

pieces home. 

●​ Landscaping work is complete. Parksville Heavy Equipment did 

another great job - clearing, spraying, landscape fabric and 

gravel. Cost $2,500. APG bought the barrels and plants ($500). 

Thank you so much to the work bees who brought the rest of the 

property up to shape - you volunteers rock! 

●​ Plumbing upgrades completed - the installation of a new (higher) 

toilet and shut off repair for outside tap - $330. 

●​ Next project - close off access to under the platform and wall 

off the crawl space from the raku area. New member, Chris 

Duckworth, has offered to do this work. Thank you Chris! 

●​ A reminder - if you have receipts for small amounts, please get 

reimbursed from the petty cash in the shop rather than requesting 

payment from the Treasurer. 



30th Anniversary report - Shelagh: 

Shelagh mentioned that there were a couple of volunteer positions 

needed, and these were filled by the end of the meeting. New members, 

Chris and Melissa, are very kindly donating coffee and equipment on 

Saturday! Mel spent part of the evening “interviewing” members and she 

is going to make up a video. Thank you Mel! Some group pictures, with 

everyone wearing their new tee shirts, were taken outside after the 

meeting. 

Key Coordinator’s report - Marilyn: 

There are a couple of applicants for keys. The Board will follow up. 

TSPS Coordinator’s report - Michelle: 

Marian Lord has joined the TSPS. Have a look at her beautiful pieces! 

Workshop Coordinator’s report - Ginny: 

Ginny away. Hazel Dean said that, starting next year she and Ginny 

will share the job. 

Class Coordinator’s report - Juanita: 

Juanita has had surgery. Patty said that the September classes will be 
posted by the end of August, and she will contact Juanita. 

 

OTHER BUSINESS 

●​ Barb Strachan was presented with a Life Member certificate for 

her past and present contributions to the APG. Congratulations 

and well deserved, Barb! 

●​ Donna Rathke is going to step down from the job of Membership 

Coordinator at the end of this year. If you are interested in 

taking on this position, please speak to Donna or one of the 

Board members. Thank you Donna for doing this job for many years! 



●​ Patty and Shelagh handed out tee shirts to all attendees. A 

supply for the rest of the Guild members will be kept by the shop 

desk. Patty said that the tee shirts are a give back to everyone 

in the Guild as a thank you. 

●​ Patty reminded us that the next meeting will be September 10th. 

 

The Meeting was adjourned at 7.35pm 
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