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https://www.facebook.com/arrowsmithpottersguild
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Background and History

The Arrowsmith Potter’s Guild (APG) is a not-for-profit society that was
established in April 1995 and makes it's home in the Parksville Train Station at
600 Alberni Hwy.

The Parksville Train Station which houses the Train Station Pottery Shop, is a
former Via Rail station that ended rail services in 2011.

In the 16 years that APG was at the station prior to rail services ending, the
Train Station Pottery Shop sold rail tickets and part of the facility was a waiting
room for travelers.

Since 1995, APG has continually served the local community by offering fully
functioning pottery studio, classes, and pottery gift shop.
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August 1964




Who are we?

Arrowsmith Potter’s Guild is a not-
for-profit society that currently
has 72 members. It is managed by
a Board of Directors and several
committees that meet monthly.




The Train Station Pottery Shop




The Studio

8 pottery wheels

* slab roller and extruder
e drying cupboards
e various other equipment

* glaze room with multiple glazes
and materials

* kiln room with three electric
kilns

* glaze spray booth as well as
storage.




Community
Involvement

* APG collaborates each year with
the Regional District to offer
pottery classes to children
throughout the summer
months.

* APG has participated for several
years in fundraising efforts with
local charities to help secure
services for vulnerable local
residents. 230 bowls were
donated to the 2021 Bowl of
Hope event.

World Hunger Day

DINNER & DOCUMENTARY

Raiging funds for Salvation Army essential food services!

v ... BOWL OF HOPE

-TO GO

A wirtual event presented by Mt Arrowsmith
Salvation Army and Arrowsmith Potters Guild

only $30 per person *

Includes: v handmade bowl
v pint of homemade soup « link to the

ws | documentary film “US&THEM"” and

» discussion with the filmmaker!

 Tickets on sale May 1, 2021
FOR TICKETS AND MORE INFO VISIT:

APKSalvationArmy
{Parkswille Satvation Army
Church & Community Services)
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Education

One of the foundational pillars of APG is education. We offer affordable classes each fall and spring. They
are extremely well attended and sell out quickly. Students come from the local area as well as Port

Alberni, Nanaimo and Ladysmith to attend.




Capital Improvements

Dec./17: Platform upgrade
Feb./18: Wheelchair ramps

In the past 5 years, APG has made numerous
capital improvements that total to $30,227.

It is important to mention that a lot of time
and money goes into the maintenance and
repairs of the building. Much of the work is
done by skilled members that donate their
time and the noted capital improvement
amount does not include the cost of that
donated time.
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April/19: New roof on east end of building
Mar./20: Roof gutters & downspouts
June/19: Exit and emergency lighting
April/19: Plumbing upgrades

Mar/21: New walkway from parking lot
July/21: Exterior painting

May/21: Security cameras and installation
Feb/21: Interior lighting



Capital Improvements
Exterior paint — 2021
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Walkway repairs and wheelchair access




Lighting upgrade to LED throughout the entire building - 2021




Motion lights and video surveillance system at multiple locations on
the exterior of the building




New roof, gutters, and downspouts on east half of building - 2020

VIA TRAINS




Looking forward to the future

The future of Arrowsmith Potter’s Guild and the Train Station Pottery Shop is bright.
Over the past two years, we have experienced an increasing number of people exploring their
creativity and becoming more appreciative of locally made pottery.

We have had:

o A significant increase in activity and interactions on all social media platforms
o A substantial rise in pottery sales despite reduced hours and COVID shutdowns
o A huge uptick in demand for pottery classes

With gratitude and excitement, we look forward to continuing to operate out of the Train Station
and to serve our community as we have over the past 26 years!




Member testimonials

The Potters Guild has provided studio space, The Arrowsmith Pottery studio provides me with a
companionship and mentorship to me for years. As a well-organized place to work on my pottery sKills
seasonal resident of Parksville being able to spend time on a wheel. Without the studio | would not have
in this well-equipped studio and to be able to glaze and aArrowsmith place to '‘play in the mud'. There is
fire my pottery has been a joy. Sharing pottery skills and usually someone else there to offer advice when
knowledge with other members of the studio is an added requested. Itis a good place for a creative outlet.
bonus.

Leslie Lewington Sheila McConnell

| can't say enough about the generosity of Guild members. From the time | was a total beginner to now as a sort of
intermediate potter, Guild members, many who have been in the ceramics world for decades, have been absolutely
generous with their knowledge. They are so encouraging. It's wonderful to be part of a community like this!

David Todtman







