
March 12, 2025​
Arrowsmith Potters’ Guild March Membership Meeting  

Meeting called to order 7 pm 

Barb moved to approve minutes, Brenda seconded. 

Welcome: Patty Takacs 

Regrets: Marilyn Flegel, Rick Lardner, Karen Donald, Sue Thompson, Mel Sharma, 
Juanita Kehler, Chris Morris, Deb Betz. 

In Attendance: Terry Yoxall, Ginny Clark, Barb Strachan, Patti Nixon, Marian Lord, 
Brenda Miller, Sheila Mc Connell.  

President’s Report- PattyTakacs 

●​ An invitation was extended to Membership to enter a piece of ceramic art to 
the McMillan “Arrowsmith Biosphere” summer exhibition. Expressions of 
interest need to be submitted with a theme (something to do with the Mount 
Arrowsmith biosphere) to the Board by April 1st 2025. 1 piece per member.  
The pieces will then be juried by members and submitted for the July start of 
the exhibition. 

●​ The submitted pieces will be sold at the end of the exhibition so pricing needs 
to be included. 

●​ The Biosphere includes everything in the Mount Arrowsmith area - flora, 
fauna, water, land, industry. 

Arrowsmith Potters’ Guild 30th Anniversary celebration ideas:  

●​ Spruce up the studio building.                                        
●​ Scrape off and cover the west side of the building with gravel.                                                 
●​ T-Shirts and aprons with designs for Arrowsmith Potters’ Guild.  Members are 

invited to submit a design to the Board ASAP.   Patty T. will get a finalized 
quote. 

●​ A suggestion was made to extend an invitation to Belinas High School art 
teacher asking students to submit t-shirt designs. Kristy will connect with the 
teacher.  

●​ Organize a date for the Open House at the studio and ask for volunteers to 
run the activities.  Tour of the studio; demonstrations. No volunteers stepped 
forward.  We still need someone to coordinate these events.                               

●​ A concern was voiced by Patty T. regarding whether we need to cap off the 
number of studio memberships due to capacity issues and comments brought 
to her by studio members.  

○​  



○​ Often the damp cupboards, kilns, and equipment are overloaded or full.  
○​ There is also an increase in the volunteer hours to administer the firing 

charges.  
○​ There are currently 64 studio members.  

●​ In addition to the studio capacity topic, the topic of production potters was also 
raised by Patty T. as a result of studio members approaching her with 
concerns regarding studio capacity and use. 

○​ Our constitution under which the Guild was given society status, states 
that we are a teaching Guild. Please refer to our constitution found at 
https://www.arrowsmithpottersguild.com/policies.html.  

○​ We need to have room for new members and students to store their 
work in the damp cupboards.  

○​ In the past, to alleviate congestion in the studio, production potters 
were approached one-on-one and asked to set-up their own studio.  

○​ Do we need to create a policy to limit the amount of pieces made 
weekly?  

○​ How would a production potter be defined? 
○​ Suggestion to go back to signing in as we did during COVID.  

■​ Not too popular and very time consuming to administer. 
○​ Please come prepared to the April meeting with input and to possibly 

vote on a policy to remedy these issues. Patty T. read a rough draft of a 
motion and is asking for feedback from the members. Feel free to 
respond in writing to the board email at 
arrowsmithpottersguild.bod@gmail.com  

○​ It was suggested that we need to inform Rainforest that we are not 
accepting potters from Rainforest Studio. 

Treasurer’s Report - Ginny Clark   

We are in good financial condition. Shop Sales: $5,307. Please check the member’s 
section of the website for further info. 

Workshop Report - Ginny Clark 

Ginny wishes to hand over the organization of workshops to someone else for the 
coming year. She offered to mentor a volunteer if someone is willing to join her now 
to see how it all works. 

●​ Patty T’s Slip Trailing workshop went very well. Thank you Patty 
●​ April 6. Workshop Underglaze Transfers Part 2. -Margot Gibson 
●​ May 4. Sgraffito -Kaitlin West 
●​ June 7. Intuitive Handbuilding -Marian Lord    
●​ Workshop Payments : $30 per participant. 75% to the workshop leader, 

Invoices should be submitted to the board for workshop related costs.   

https://www.arrowsmithpottersguild.com/policies.html
mailto:arrowsmithpottersguild.bod@gmail.com


●​ Barb Strachan is planning 4 more Intermediate wheel classes sometime in 
April   

●​ Karen is finishing up her classes at the moment. 

 Studio Coordinator Report - Brenda Miller 

●​ Next project is to install a higher toilet and repair the shutoff valve for the 
outside tap. 

●​ Brenda suggested we buy gravel to cover the west side of the building where 
we park our cars: 8ft. wide  and full length of building. She proposed a motion 
that $1000  be allocated for the project. Sheila McConnell moved and Carly 
Smith seconded, approved. 

●​ PLEASE add your chop mark to the poster board provided on sliding doors in 
the kiln room. 

Key Coordinator Report - Marilyn F. (written report) 

Door knobs to the studio are falling apart. 

Marilyn suggested several options and the board recommended the option of 
purchasing horizontal lever type handles from Home Hardware or Rona and asking 
someone from membership to install.  

Shop Coordinator Report - Michelle Ainsworth 

●​ Sale May 2, 2025 
●​ If members wish to participate in sale they must be present for April 9 

meeting 
●​ Michelle Ainsworth is coordinating the sale. 

Meeting adjourned 6.30 pm 

 


