Arrowsmith Potters Guild
Membership Meeting Minutes
May 11, 2022

Call to order: 7:01 pm

Attendance: Carly Smith, Cora Strasky, Susan Cormie, Donna Rathke, Iris Neuman, Sue
Wilkinson, John Shauer, Lee Stead, Bonnie McPhail, Juanita Kehler, Rick Lardner, David
Todtman, Margot Gibson, , Terry Yoxall, Iris Gellrich, Klaus Gellrich, Brenda Miller, Barb
Strachan, , Brian Bagatto, Al Descoteau, Catherine Burnett, Julia Henton, Jane Sawyer. Regrets:
Patty Takacs

Minutes: Margot Gibson moved to accept the minutes from the April 2022 membership
meeting. Sue Wilkinson seconded the motion and it was passed by the membership.

Treasurer’s Report: The following balances were reported by Treasurer Terry Yoxall: TD
Chequing account $34,627.05, TD savings account $2007.02, GICs 3@ $5140.17, Cash on
hand $66.40, TSPS sales April 2022 $4444.50, Firing fees April 2022 $696.60, Membership fees
General $150.00, Studio $255.00 and Classes $1015.00. Rick Lardner moved to accept the
Treasurer’s report, seconded by Lee Stead and carried by the membership.

President’s Report: The Arrowsmith Potter’s Guild account with Support Local to sell our gift
certificates through their website and collect funds from them when the certificates were
redeemed at TSPS has been closed. We only had one sale through their program so far and we
decided it wasn’t worth the time for our bookkeeper and Treasurer to track the sales. The
membership was asked if there was any opposition to closing the account but none was
forthcoming.

Key Policy: An addition to the key policy has been to require that all members must have taken
a class at APG or demonstrate to the key coordinator, significant knowledge and experience of
pottery techniques as well as studio procedures in order to be eligible for a key. Members were
asked for feedback and some discussion took place. Catherine Burnett voiced concerns about
the need for a class. She felt it was an expensive added cost to using the guild. She also stated
her belief that members could learn to use the studio through using it. She asked about evening
and weekend classes at the APG so new members could get the courses they need to be a key
holder/ studio member if they are a working parent with a special needs child.

Jane commented that she thinks the studio is more complex than it first appears. She also said
she relies on older members who are there at the same time to help her with things that come
up. Klaus Gellrich asked how many members have keys at present? He thinks there are enough
members with keys that can open the studio and let others in to work.



Catherine Burnett further commented that the hours the studio is open doesn't work for her or
some other members she has met. She suggested that the studio stay open until 8:00 o'clock
pm. saying the current hours are not fair and accessible. She also asked how many members
have keys?

Chair, Cora Strasky, suggested that she meet with the board to direct her specific situation.

Brenda Miller told the meeting that the need for a course has been APG policy for over 20 years
and the requirement was forgotten during the many adjustments brought about by Covid
requirements.

Cora Strasky told members that the board reviewed all policies in 2118 and it was time now to
update the Key Policy and create a Membership Policy. She called for a motion to be presented
about the requirement of a course for key eligibility.

Catherine Burnett wanted further discussion about the change of policy. David Totdman
addressed the meeting and asked for members to raise their hand in order to speak. He moved
that the membership adopt the proposed addition to the key policy regarding the requirement
of an APG class prerequisite to getting a studio key. Margot Gibson seconded the motion. With
only one member opposed to the motion, it was carried by the membership.

Brian Bagatto asked if the course exists right now. Cora Strasky clarified that it isn't a specific
course that's required for membership/Key access but any course offered at APG, all of which
cover the relevant information and techniques. He objected to the policy and it was suggested
he address the board with his concerns given the members present had approved the change.

Membership Policy: Donna Rathke, Membership Coordinator, proposed that instead of a
‘student’ membership for two months, a student would pay for a regular guild membership and
pay the studio user fee at the completion of their course, but would be able to cancel the
membership and studio use fee within two months and be refunded what they paid minus S50,
if they did not want to continue as a member. The current system is cumbersome for the
Membership Coordinator's ability to keep track of new members and for the Studio Booking
system coordinator as well. Donna Rathke moved that the membership accept the change to
the student membership procedure. Sue Wilkinson seconded the motion. The motion carried.

APG clean up: Brenda Miller announced a work bee on Wednesday May 18th @ 4:00 . She
asked for volunteers. Please just show up with your garden tools and lend a hand. Weeding
around the studio and especially in the garden bed at the end of the driveway near our highway
sign can be done on your own time as well.



Spring Sale: Terry Yoxall reported that the spring clearance sale brought in approximately
$1800.00. Carly Smith filled the members in on what the day was like, and Rick Lardner was
thanked for hanging signs up around town.

Business Arising: Catherine Burnett asked about whether APG was planning to stay open until
7:00 pm..

Sue Wilkinson welcomed Julia to the TSPS and invited any members who might be interested in
joining the TSPS to contact her by phone of email.

Meeting adjourned: 7:37



