
Arrowsmith Potters’ Guild Membership Meeting Minutes 

Date: September 14, 2022 

Call to Order: 7:00 pm. 

Attendance: Sue Wilkinson, Margot Gibson, Cora Strasky, Brian Bagatto, Algys Bubnys, Lee 

Stead, Susan Cormie, Terry Yoxall, Darwyn Moffat-Mallet, Karen Messier, Rick Lardner, Al 

Descoteau, Ginny Clark, Muriel Cairns, Melanie Sharma, Carly Smith, David Totdman, Joseph 

Billings, Barb Strachan, Deb Bickerton, Donna Rathke, Chris Morris, Brenda Miller, Shelagh 

Bains, Karla Burrows, Sheila McConnell, Michelle Ainsworth, Patty Redman, Karen Donald, Patty 

Takacs, Maria Villa, Catherine Burnett and Emily Upham-Mills. 

Regrets: Klaus and Iris Gellrich, Marji Van Dyk, Bonnie McPhail. 

Minutes : Margot Gibson moved to accept the minutes from the June 2022 membership 

meeting. The motion was seconded by Lee Stead and carried by the members present. A 

an amendment to the minutes in the form of a name correction was suggested and carried out. 

Presidents Report: Patty Takacs reported that the Annual General Membership meeting will 

take place October 712, 2022 followed by the general membership meeting. Elections for 

board members will take place at the AGM and all members are encouraged to consider 

running for a seat on the Board. Two board members, Cora Strasky and Lee Stead will be 

stepping down and there are two spaces to fill for the upcoming year.  

The volunteer job list will also be filled at the meeting for the following year.  

A change to the kiln policy was presented to members and they were asked to approve the 

changes, which they didfor voting. Discussion followed and some points of concern were 

brought forward: 

 Al Descoteau said he noticed that members pieces were not being fired as promptly as he 

remembered them being in the past. When asked to clarify he said his observations were based 

on the spring and winter of 2022, before he went away for the summer. 

Catherine Burnett stated that bigger pieces take a long time to move through the bisquing and 

glazing process at the guild. Some members responded that this is inevitable given that most 

pieces are smaller and the big pieces have to wait till there are enough to fill a whole kiln shelf 

or until there is room for a large half shelf in the firings. 

Emily Upham-Mills would like to help out on the firing teams but she works in the daytime and 

asked if it would be possible to have some evening kiln loading sessions scheduled. Other 

members who work in the day supported that idea. 

Patty Redman commented on the recent practice of posting the kiln unloading on the APG 

Facebook group page.  



Following discussion Emily Upham-Mills moved to accept the revisions to the Kiln Policy as 

presented, and the motion was seconded by Sue Wilkinson, then passed by the membership. 

The security cameras were inadvertently unplugged recently. Please be careful not to unplug 

them. They are hanging down above the slab roller. 

Financial Report: The following APG financial account balances for August 31, 2022 were 

reported by Terry Yoxall : cash on hand $259.10, TD chequing $47,287.22, TD savings $2011.79, 

3 TD GIC's @ $5143.55, Accounts receivable $ 13,007.77, PST payable $1479.08, TSPS sales 

$6418.00, TSPS income $962.70, Firing fees $990.35, Membership fees $7650.00, Classes 

$4350.00. 

 Net profit for APG for 2022 $4799.25, average monthly profit for APG $399.94. 

TSPS: Sue Wilkinson reported that the TSPS is going well, but could still use some new 

members, and encouraged members to join. 

Classes: Karen Donald, class coordinator, reported that four classes are running at APG 

presently, and there is a calendar on the studio door listing class times, as well as times booked 

in the studio on-line calendar listing class times, so members are aware of the times the studio 

is closed to them for classes.  

Membership: Donna Rathke, membership coordinator, reported that we now have 59 guild 

members. 32 are studio members and 22 are guild members only. We also have 5 lifetime 

members. 

Business Arising: the annual Christmas Sale is scheduled for November 12th at the Bradley 

Center in Errington. Set up is the night before, November 11th. Tables are $25.00 each or 

$17.50 for a half table. All APG members are able to participate, Please email Michelle 

Ainsworth @ camella@shaw.ca and let her know if you are participating and how many tables 

you would like to reserve. Members participating in the sale have to attend the meetings prior 

to the sale and volunteer to help by distributing flyers, helping with set up and tear down. A job 

list will be circulated at the October meeting so you can sign up. Members will also be signing 

up to be at the sale to lend a hand keeping tables stocked, answering questions from customers 

and general duties.  

Spray Booth: Al Descoteau presented information about the quote he received to repair the 

spray booth. It should cost approximately $1200.00 including hard wiring of security camera 

that have been unplugged. Al Descoteau moved that the guild go ahead with the work to a max. 

of $1400. It was seconded by Brenda Miller and carried by the membership. 

Glaze workshop: John Shauer announced that he will be in the studio on Saturday September 

17th to give a drop-in class on glazing for any members who are interested.  

Meeting adjourned: 7:45 

 


