
Arrowsmith Potters’ Guild 

Minutes of Membership Meeting May 10/2023 

Meeting called to order at 7:03pm with Barb Strachan chairing the meeting. 

Present:   Julia Henton, Claudette Kirby, Lisa Tahara, Donna Rathke, Iris Gellrich, Klaus Gellrich,  June 

Parker, Brian Bagatto, Renee Samels, Carly Smith, Sheila McConnell, Mel Sharma, Cora Strasky, Patti 

Nixon, Josee Baillargeon, Barb Strachan, Brenda Miller. 

Regrets: Lee Stead, Emily Upham-Mills, John Shauer, Sue Wilkinson, Michelle Ainsworth, & Patty Takacs. 

Thankyou card for Sue (for organizing the Clearance Sale) and John (for the many hours of kiln-use 

training) was circulated and signed by the members. 

Minutes of last meeting:   Patti Nixon moved to accept the minutes of the April 23/2023 member 

meeting and Iris Gellrich seconded the motion no one opposed. Passed. 

President’s Report:   Patty Takacs, the president,  had nothing to report and is presently out of town. 

Treasurer’s Report: – Terry is also out of town and our book-keeper Bonnie reported the following:           
Cash on Hand  $ 105.65 
TD Chequing Acct $ 49,694.26 
TD Savings Acct  $ 2039.96 
G.I.C.   $ 5,143.55 x 3 
Accts receivable $ 665.22  
Accts payable  $ 7532.55 
P.S.T. payable  $ 240.00 
Gift Certificates  $ 2751.69 
Potters Sales  $ 3363.00 
Classes  (neg) $ 300.00 (refund) 
Classes   $ 1150.00 
Firing Revenue  $ 518.60 
Interest   $155.99 
General membership $ 150.00 
Studio Membership $ 230.00 
Clearance Sale  $ 2858.55 
Class Expenses  $ 4926.12 
 
Bonnie also explained that the TSPS cheques issued in July for June sales will only cover sales up to June 

26th and June 27 to June 30 will be added to the July sales. Brian made a motion to accept the 

treasurer’s report.  Patti Nixon seconded this motion and no-one was opposed. Passed. 

Membership Report:   Donna reported that we presently have 78 members of which 54 are also studio 

members, 4 are life members and we have no temporary members at this time. 

Key Report:    Keys have been issued to Catherine Burnett and Josee Bailargeon. 



Kiln Report:   John, our Kiln Coordinator, is absent but Patti Nixon informed us that things have been 

running smoothly with the weekly kiln team members now doing all the firing.  Photos will be posted on 

Facebook when kilns have been unloaded. 

Train Station Pottery Shop Report:   Barb will be the contact member while Sue is away.  She reminded 

TSPS members to display the OPEN sign at the highway entrance. 

Hand Building Equipment Request:   Barb informed the members that the board has requested 

approval to spend up to $2,500 on hand building equipment.  She explained that we need more 

equipment for the hand building classes, especially G.R. forms.  Teachers have been bringing their own 

equipment to classes because we don’t have enough stock on hand.  Money has not been spent in this 

area for some time.  The teachers will decide how to spend this budget.  The new equipment will be 

kept in the storage locker and studio members will also be able to sign out pieces (through the shop) for 

use in the studio.  Klaus made a motion to allow the board to spend up to $2,500 on hand building 

equipment and Claudette seconded.  No-one opposed and the motion was passed.   

The board will also look into buying another Giffen grip and Banding Wheel – approval by membership 

not required.  Barb will donate a shield for the Giffen. 

Business Arising:  

• Jacie will no longer be the APG contact for our alarm system.  

• Cora and Terry will be the primary and secondary contacts.   

• The sales total for the May clearance sale was $2,858.55.   

• We now have a blue recycling bin in the studio.   

• Mel has now taken over sending out emails via the Mail Chimp program but information for 

distribution to all members is still sent to Patty Takacs at 

arrowsmithpottersguild.bod@gmail.com. 

Meeting adjourned at 7:30pm. 
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